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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
What a summer we have had, the best weather in years!  However the 
advantage of cooler days is that it gives us more energy to make and fire 
pots.  We have an interesting line-up of activities for this fall. One of the first 
big events will be having you all bring up to three bowls each into our October 
meeting for inclusion in the “Bowl Bonanza” show at Leigh Square.  This show 
will be up until January, but should any of the bowls sell from the show you will 
be permitted to replace them.  I am looking forward to seeing the creative 
variety of pieces that you all come up with.  There is no entry fee for this show, 
but you must be a paid up member to participate. 
 
Our first meeting will be Sept. 23rd, a week later than usual in the month 
because there is a large Mural project going on in our usual meeting room.  
We thought a week later after the beginning of Sept. would give everyone time 
to plan to get to our first meeting of the fall.    
 
Looking forward to seeing you all and to hearing about summer activities! 
 
June 

 

 
This also comes from June 

 
THOUGHT FOR POTTERS 

 
Neil Tetkowski and his wife, Olga sent me a postcard after our last visit to 

New York. 
The postcard is a sepia toned photo of an American Indian woman decorating 

a piece of pottery.  The photo was taken in 1935. 
On the back of the postcard is a quotation that I would like to share with you. 

 
RESPECT FOR THE EARTH 

 
Everything that is comes from  
the earth. And you must not 
forget that you come from 

the earth as well. When making 
a pot, you must listen to the 
Earth and the clay will speak 
to you, and you must simply 
let the clay guide the shape 
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that the pot will become. 
The clay is alive.  The clay 

will guide your hands. 
You must never go against  

the will of the clay, 
which is ultimately the 
will of the Earth and 

the path to happiness. 
 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETING 
 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 
 

In the 
 

COMMUNITY ROOM 
 

Leigh Square, Port Coquitlam 
(Note the change in date and location of this meeting) 

                                                                                                              

 
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

 

 
DATE:  June 17, 2009-09-06 
 
PLACE:  The Outlet, Leigh Square, Port Coquitlam 
 
 

 The meeting was called to order by June MacDonald at 7pm, and there 
were 23 members present. 

 

 We were reminded that we will be making Christmas decorations to 
donate to Douglas College for a fund-raising event.  Those who wish to 
participate will meet at Gillian’s this Friday June 19, and we will also 
bring an item for a pot-luck lunch. 

 

 A bouquet of flowers was presented to Myrta Hayes as a way of 
thanking her for her hard work as webmaster this year. 

 

 We were reminded about the Steve Irvine workshop which will take 
place on July 18 and 19. 

 

 Lewis chaired nominations for places on the executive, and all positions 
remained the same by acclamation. 
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Next meeting 
 
 

The Community 
Room 

Leigh Square 
Port Coquitilam 

 
 

 
 

 

 A request was made for a volunteer to take responsibility for organizing 
the coffee and refreshments.  Joyce Gillespie volunteered for the 
position. 

 

 Dan Severance brought all of our pit-fired pieces to the meeting and 
described his method of pit-firing for us. 

 
 

 
 
He used a 45 gal. drum.  In this, he placed a layer of sawdust, then wood, 
then various chemicals such as copper chloride, sodium chloride,, moss 
killer, ferric chloride, etc.  Then he placed pots on this, and placed tubes of 
newspaper into it to get Oxygen to the bottom.  Then he repeated this 
process until the pots were all in the drum.   
The final step is to build a fire on top. 
 
For more information, Dan generously asked me to circulate his ph.# and 
email if you want more information or want to have more pieces fired.  You 
can reach him at :  604- 464- 7036, or at muddpie@telus.net  
 

 Our activity for the evening was admiring each others’ pit fired 
pieces, then breaking into small groups to discuss them.  Many 
members also brought in a current piece of pottery to discuss their 
success or failure with it.  Each group chose a leader to summarize 
the comments for the group. 

 Must not forget the superb anniversary cake we all enjoyed. 
 

mailto:muddpie@telus.net
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This brings us to the end of our second full year since the “TriCity Potters” 
have come into existence.  We can all look forward to summer, then another 
busy year.  Be sure to bring along any interested people who might become 
potential members.  Also bring ideas for next season, just email or phone any 
one of the executive members.  
 
  
 
 

BOWL BONANZA INFORMATION 
 

Our big opportunity to display our work this year is coming up.  Yes, it is the 
“Bowl Bonanza” and it will begin with our members bringing in their bowls to 
the meeting in October. 
 
Note:  All members can submit 3 bowls each and we are hoping for a true 
bonanza.  We will have all three cases for display, and it would be so nice to 
see them filled!  Now these can be real functional bowls, decorative bowls, or 
bowl-like representations!!  Big bowls, tiny bowls, soup bowls, fruit bowls, or 
begging bowls.  Let’s be creative!  Let’s do ourselves proud! 
 
The message below came from Yvonne Chui here at Leigh Square: 
 
 
Bowl Bonanza with Tri-City Potters Club 
November 21 – January 17, 2010 
Opening Reception: Fri, November 27 at 7-9pm (in conjunction with opening 
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night of Winter Artists and Artisans Fair and Kaleidoscope) 
Outlet glass display cases (all) 
 
Make this holiday special by giving a hand made gift – beautiful, bold and 
amazing ceramic bowls by the Tri-City Potters Club.  Over 50 bowls in every 
size, shape and color – a bonanza!   
 
We’ll need your Club members help to set up the exhibit the week of Nov. 
16th.  Please let Carol Moffat, our Exhibition Committee Chair know what 
works for the Club.  I think 2 or 3 people would be sufficient for a few hours. 
 Thanks! 

Cheers, 
Yvonne 

 
THIS COMES FROM LEIGH SQUARE 

 

Call for Entry for Re-imagine Sport: Experience it! 
Alternative titles: Art a thon, Sport art ton 
Other suggestions? 
  
Sports are activities governed by a set of rules or customs and often engaged 
in competitively. Re-imagine sports and its paraphernalia without these 
constrains and in a different context. Experience it through the Arts. Write your 
own rules, words, tunes, create or alter the equipment.   
 
A challenge to artists and community members to submit your interpretation of 
Re-imagine Sport: Experience it!  Mixed media, 2D and 3D work, 
performance pieces, film, poetry, historical photos/objects encouraged for 
submission by individuals or groups.  Exhibition dates are January 21 – March 
21, 2010.  Deadline for submission is Nov. 30.  Submission form and 
guidelines will be available in September on www.portcoquitlam.ca/arts.  
 
Cheers, 
Yvonne 
 

  
 

DISPLAY OPPORTUNITY IN PORT MOODY LIBRARY 
 
Do you know any fabulous artists who would love free exposure Sept., Nov. 
and Dec. 2009? 
 
The Port Moody Library is accepting 3-D art displays from Tri City Artists (they 
have to live in the Tri Cities, Anmore or Belcarra) for 1 month displays. 
 
The library display case has 3 glass shelves: 

Top & bottom shelf:  14 inches high x 36 inches long and 23 inches 

http://www.portcoquitlam.ca/arts
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deep (front to back) 
Middle shelf: 10 inches high x 36 inches long and 23 inches deep (front 
to back) 

 
It’s a great setting for pottery, jewelry and other 3-D artwork.  Attached is the 
library’s policy to give you the full picture (no pun intended).  Any interested 
artists may call or email: 

Irene Jakse 
Program & Services Coordinator 
Port Moody Public Library 
PO Box 37, 100 Newport Drive 
Port Moody, BC V3H 3E1 
Tel: 604-469-4692    Fax: 604-469-4576 

 

UPCOMING EXHIBITION 
 
 

“I Dream of Africa” Visual Art Exhibition 
Opening Reception: Sunday, September 20th    2 pm – 4 pm 

 
Leigh Square Community Arts Village, Port Coquitlam 
September 17 – November 15 
Free Admission.  Open daily except statutory holidays. 
Presentations, travelogues, and artist demonstrations every Saturday 
and Sunday from 2 pm – 4 pm until November 15. 
 
Join local artists at Leigh Square Community Arts Village on Sunday, 
September 20th at the opening celebration of I Dream of Africa, a two month 
art exhibit celebrating an incredible continent.  It will feature work in all media 
including photography, painting, and sculpture by Arlene Connolly, Colin 
Craig, Joyce Gillespie, Carolyn Hansen, Sherrill Hardy, Eunice Hodge, Sher 
Nasser, Maria Palotas, Julie Roberts, Mirriam Silamba, and Rae Yano.  Guest 
musicians, speakers and writers will join them in creating a memorable 
celebration.  People dream of places they have been and places they would 
like to go; some actually get to travel, while others can only dream.   
 
Presentations, travelogues, and artist demonstrations every Saturday and 
Sunday from 2 pm – 4 pm until November 15.  Highlights include:  South 
Africa presentation on Sept. 26, Oct. 25 and Nov. 1; Talk on African art by 
Anthony Ezeaputa on Oct. 11; Poetry inspired by Africa on Nov. 7.   
 
For more information, please contact Parm Johal, Recreation Programmer at 
Leigh Square Arts Village at 604.927.8441 or johalp@portcoquitlam.ca.  
 

mailto:johalp@portcoquitlam.ca
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MESSAGE FROM STEVE IRVINE (following our workshop) 
 
To the Tri City Potters 
 
Thank you for inviting me to present a weekend workshop this month.  Joan 
and I thoroughly enjoyed meeting everyone.  Your warm welcome was greatly 
appreciated.  Special thanks to June and Don MacDonald for their generous 
hospitality during our stay. 
 
I hope everyone was able to find something useful or interesting in my 
workshop.  Best of luck with your ceramic work! 
 
Best Wishes,  Steve Irvine” 
 
 

Also from Steve, he sent this message and I copied the photo below: 
 

“Just uploaded some photos to my website of a recently completed ceramic 
camera” 
 
http://www.steveirvine.com/feature.html 
 
Steve 
 

http://www.steveirvine.com/feature.html
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DO YOU DREAM OF CHINA? 
 
From our member Grace Siu 

 

Does anyone ever dream of going to China to experience life and explore 
traditional Chinese methods of ceramics arts?  Jingdezhen, the “Porcelain 
capital of the world”, has been producing ceramics for over one thousand 
years.  Please go to the following link if you are interested to find out more: 
http://potteryworkshop.org/jingdezhen/about-
jingdezhen/http://www.depts.ttu.edu/art/SOA/homepage/archives/student/well
s/wells.htmlI’m  
 
I am planning a trip to Jingdezhen, China in October 2009 and started 
contacting The Pottery Workshop.  Why now? October is the best time of the 
year in Jingdezhen with temperature around 20-25C.The cost for air tickets is 
cheaper compared to last year.  Besides the workshop, you have a chance to 
explore China, Hong Kong, or the whole Asia. It’ll be a unique and wonderful 
experience of a life time.  
If you are interested, call me and we can go as a group.   
Grace Siu  
604-469-0989 
  
PS:  
I’m not a tour guide, and I will not plan everything for you.  This will be my first 
time to Jingdezhen and I’ll have as many questions as you do, but we can find 
out together.   Are you ready for an adventure? 
 

http://potteryworkshop.org/jingdezhen/about-jingdezhen/http:/www.depts.ttu.edu/art/SOA/homepage/archives/student/wells/wells.htmlI’m
http://potteryworkshop.org/jingdezhen/about-jingdezhen/http:/www.depts.ttu.edu/art/SOA/homepage/archives/student/wells/wells.htmlI’m
http://potteryworkshop.org/jingdezhen/about-jingdezhen/http:/www.depts.ttu.edu/art/SOA/homepage/archives/student/wells/wells.htmlI’m
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(ed. note)  Many Canadians have done this trip and had a valuable cultural 
experience. 

 
 

LOCAL ART OPPORTUNITY 
 
Shaughnessy Underpass Mural Project – New Public Art Making 
 
Join our Artist in Residence Bert Monterona to create a legacy of murals for 
the Shaughnessy Underpass as part of a new public art work for Port 
Coquitlam.  Open to youth, adults and seniors with an interest and some 
experience in art.  Completed murals will be installed in October and 
contribute towards the “Necklace Project”, a collaborative initiative to highlight 
the uniqueness of each community and an inter-municipal collaboration for 
public art in Metro Vancouver. 
Sept. 8 – 25     Free     Work Room @ Outlet 
For info. and times call 604-927-8400 or email arts@portcoquitlam.ca 
  
 

 

CLAY CLASSES AT PLACE DES ARTS 
 

CREATIVE CLAY 

 

Learn the basic techniques of handbuilding pottery while having FUN! You’ll 

engage in independent exploration to create imaginative, decorative pieces, 

which may include animal sculpture or fashioning and decorating functional 

items. Projects will be fired then painted or glazed. Classes will be carried 

over to accommodate statutory holidays. Instructor: Elaine Hansen 

Age: 4 - 6 Years 
Mondays  •  Sep 21 - Nov 16  •  3:45 - 4:30 PM  •  $67 
Tuesdays  •  Sep 22 - Nov 17  •  3:15 - 4:00PM  •  $67 
 
Age: 6-11 Years 
Mondays  •  Sep 21 - Nov 16  •  4:45 - 5:45 PM  •  $67 
Mondays  •  Sep 21 - Nov 16  •  6:00 - 7:00 PM  •  $67 
Tuesdays  •  Sep 22 - Nov 17  •  4:15 - 5:15 PM  •  $67 
Tuesdays  •  Sep 22 - Nov 17  •  5:30 - 6:30 PM  •  $67 

 

YOUNG POTTERS WHEEL THROWING 

 

Learn how to use the potter’s wheel and explore techniques for trimming and 

glazing your pots. Students must be 11 years or older at the time of 

registration. For safety reasons, please do not wear open-toed footwear to 

class. 

mailto:arts@portcoquitlam.ca
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Instructor: Vin Arora 
 
Age: 11- 17 Years 
Wednesdays  •  Sep 23 - Nov 18  •  4:15 - 5:45 PM  •  $102 
Thursdays  •  Sep 24 - Nov 12  •  4:15 - 5:45 PM  •  $102 
 

 

ADULT COURSES 

POTTERY 

 

Beginners learn how to throw on the potter’s wheel and create projects using 

handbuilding techniques. Continuing students are assisted to progress at their 

own pace. Opportunities for special projects may be accommodated. We will 

cover making, finishing, decorating and glazing. Firing is done for the 

students. Open studio time is available to registered students. A supply list is 

available from the registration desk. Instructor: Vin Arora 

 
Tuesdays  •  Sep 22 - Nov 10  •  9:30 - 11:30 AM  •  $138.80 
Tuesdays  •  Sep 22 - Nov 10  •  6:30 - 8:30 PM  •  $138.80 
Wednesdays  •  Sep 23 - Nov 18  •  1:00 - 3:00 PM  •  $138.80 
Wednesdays  •  Sep 23 - Nov 18  •  6:30 - 8:30 PM  •  $138.80 
Thursdays  •  Sep 24 - Nov 12  •  9:30 - 11:30 AM  •  $138.80 
Thursdays  •  Sep 24 - Nov 12  •  6:30 - 8:30 PM  •  $138.80 
Saturdays  •  Sep 26 - Nov 14  •  9:30 - 11:30 AM  •  $138.80 
 

SCULPTURE: MODELING CLAY 

 

Explore new techniques of modeling clay in the form of figurative and abstract 

art. Whether you’re totally new to working with clay or you’ve already 

mastered some of the principles of sculpture, Parvaneh Roudgar will support 

you to develop structure, style and creativity in your work. Clay must be 

purchased from Place des Arts. Instructor: Parvaneh Roudgar 

 
Mondays  •  Sep 28 - Nov 23  •  10:00 - 1:00 PM  •  $252.50 
Wednesdays  •  Sep 30 - Nov 25  •  6:00 - 9:00 PM  •  $252.50 
 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to call or email me. 
 
Cheers, 

Katrina Driver 
Visual Arts Program Coordinator 
Place des Arts - Arts Centre & Music School 
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1120 Brunette Avenue, Coquitlam V3K 1G2 
 
p 604.664.1636 ext.32 
e kdriver@placedesarts.ca 
 
 

 
MORE PHOTOS FROM OUR LAST MEETING 

 
 

 

 
 
 

mailto:kdriver@placedesarts.ca
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